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Galatians 5:1-4    It was for freedom that Christ set  [v. aai]  us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.  2) Behold I, Paul, say to you that if [3 rd]  you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.  3) And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law  [James 2:10].  4) You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5) For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

False gospel people use this verse more than any other to prove a believer can lose his salvation or that he wasn’t truly saved to begin with if he does not persevere to the end. 

If Paul was speaking to unbelievers about being severed from Christ and fallen from grace, he would have mentioned something about hell or the fact that heaven, eternal life, imputed +Righteousness, baptism of the Holy Spirit, indwelling, sealing, and gifts of the Holy Spirit could be lost, but he never does that, ever, because these are all irrevocably given at the moment of salvation and cannot be lost. 

Romans 11:29 … for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  

The consequence of being circumcised he mentioned was the return to the yoke of slavery that was legalism.  Paul was warning believers to not fall back into a system of legalism that was prevalent at that time. Eternal salvation had nothing to do with what he was saying. The entire thrust of the epistle was to emphasize the freedom a believer has as he learns to travel new grace wheel-tracks of life. A believer falls from that grace when he falls back or submits himself to the slavery wheel-tracks of legalism.

Hebrews 12:15   See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God  [falls from grace]; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;

2 Peter 3:17    Be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness  [fall from grace] . . .

1 Timothy 6:9-10 . . .  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10) For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

To be severed from Christ means to be severed from the sanctifying effects of a relationship of fellowship with Him but not from a saving relationship with Him.  Furthermore, to be severed from Christ and to fall from grace logically requires a former standing in grace and connection with Christ from which to fall and be severed.

“Two different ways of living the Christian life are being contrasted in Gal. 5, not two differing eternal states. What was Paul contrasting? Grace and law. Therefore, to fall from grace is to fall into law, not into damnation.”     The Reign of the Servant Kings, Joseph Dillow, p. 425

2 Peter 1:8-9    For if these qualities  [listed in vs. 5-7]  are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9) For he [the believer] who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.

If a believer does not possess moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love that come from adding all diligence to faith, he can become useless and unfruitful.

The believer who lacks these qualities is blind and short-sighted. And remember, these qualities are only acquired by adding diligence to your faith. 

Verse 5 . . . applying all diligence,  [SPOUDE n. asf]  in your faith, supply moral excellence, etc.
LESSON  #132  (3-19-13)   
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2 Peter 1:10-11  Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent  [SPOUDAZO, v. aam]  to make certain  [adj. BEBAIOS, something that can be relied on not to cause disappointment] about His calling and choosing you  [“…Him who called us by/to His own glory and excellence.”  vs. 3];  for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;  11) for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

What happens to believers who don’t add diligence to their faith?  Experiential CONSEQUENCES:
1) They don’t acquire the character traits that are listed.

2) They are useless.
3) They are unfruitful.
4) They are short-sighted.
5) They are blind.

6) They do not become partakers of the divine nature (vs.3).
7) They stumble.
8) Their entrance into the Kingdom will not be abundantly supplied. They will enter into the Kingdom, but it won’t be noticed. It won’t be any big deal.
What "make certain about His calling and choosing" does NOT mean:

“In urging his readers “to make certain about His calling and choosing you,” Peter is not merely urging them to engage in more strenuous activities on their part. He is rather concerned about their personal assurance that they are the called and chosen of God . . . “To make certain” indicates that their personal assurance of being called and chosen must be based on the appropriate evidence in their own lives. Believers’ robust spiritual growth confirms that God has called and chosen them. The blighted condition pictured in verse 9  destroys such assurance . . . election comes from God alone—but man’s behavior is the proof or disproof of it.”  The Necessary Growth in the Christian Life: An Exposition of 2 Peter 1:5-11, by D. Edmond Hiebert: Bibliotheca Sacra, 1984 (561) (51). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary
“The assurance of the reality of faith comes with its product . . . one of the signs of eternal life is that its faith has a product, its continuance . . . When faith is real, it produces results and it abides. This does not deny sin, carnality, or the backslidden person as demonstrated in Scripture, but it does maintain that real faith brings salvation, and that this salvation produces results which confirm and complete that faith."  A Biblical Definition of Saving Faith, H. Phillip Hook: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 121. 1964 (482) (139). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary
 “. . . assurance is something a believer must gather by deduction from the change that he sees in his life. Salvation is promised in the Bible to those who believe. The only way, however, a person can know whether he has truly believed is by seeing the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s work in his life. Therefore the nature of this fruit is an important issue if the believer is to know if he has eternal life. Among the Puritans whole volumes were written to teach how a person may have assurance of salvation, and to contrast false presumption with true assurance.”   Calvin and English Calvinism to 1649, pp. 52-138. Bibliotheca Sacra, Volume 147. 1990. Dallas Theological Seminary 
“How could Peter’s audience make their calling and election by God sure? In the same way James’s audience could—by examining the fruit of their lives that would either vindicate them as true believers or condemn them as professing hypocrites.”    Faith and Works In Paul and James, C. Ryan Jenkins: Bibliotheca Sacra, Volume 159. 2002 (633) (77). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary

At least Martin Luther got it right:

“Martin Luther wrote that saving faith is “the sort of faith that does not look at its own works nor at its own strength and worthiness, noting what sort of quality or new created or infused virtue it may be…. According to Luther it comes from relying on the promise of God’s mercy in the gospel, and not from any sense of internal change. 
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“For certainty does not come to me from any kind of reflection on myself and on my state. On the contrary it comes solely through hearing the Word, solely because and in so far as I cling to the Word of God and its promise.” 

Quoted by Stephen Pfürtner, Luther and Aquinas on Salvation (New York: Sheed and Ward, 1964), p. 125: Bibliotheca Sacra. Volume 147. 1990 (585) (61). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
LESSON  #133  (3-21-13)   
What does "make certain about His calling and choosing" mean?  It is another way of saying,  “strive to persevere to the end”.  We see this principle in the following verse:
2 Peter 3:17    … keep on being on your guard  [it’s to your benefit to make certain about His calling and choosing by striving to persevere to the end studying and applying BD]  so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall [stumble] from your own stead- fastness…
God calls and chooses/elects us, not only for eternal salvation, but also for other purposes. 

1 Peter 2:20-21    For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if, when you do what is right and suffer for it, you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  21) For you have been called for this purpose,

1 Peter 3:9    … not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for this very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

Colossians 3:12    And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, . . .  

We are called and chosen by God to be royal ambassadors, when we fulfill that role, we are making that call and choice of God certain in our lives. As believers, we do not automatically fulfill the high calling of being God’s ambassadors, that is only a potential, it’s depends on how we use our volition after we accept the gospel. So we must be diligent and strive to fulfill that high calling.

Ephesians 4:1    Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called . . .

The Greek word for “calling” means an invitation to experience special privilege and responsibility BDAG
Philippians 3:14     I  [Paul]  press on toward the goal [endure to the end] for the prize [rewards] of the upward [higher] call of God in Christ Jesus.

LESSON  #134  (3-26-13)   

EASY BELIEVISM

Phrases like “cheap grace”, “mental assent”, and “easy believism” have become little more than religious cuss words to hurl at one’s opponents.

Proponents of Lordship salvation claim that a profession of faith in Christ that has little or no production of fruit is a false one. If there is not a dramatic change in one’s life after the gospel is received, then the profession of faith is false. 

It is true that many if not most people who make a profession of faith are unbelievers, but 

it is not because their lifestyle didn’t change after they heard the gospel, it is because they still depend on their works to be saved.

If external manifestations of spiritual fruit bring absolute proof of eternal life, how does one measure the fruit he or she produces?





     
                   


                               GTGR REVIEW, 178
 “If assurance of salvation is based on external works, how does one differentiate between works produced by the flesh and those produced by the Spirit? Did not Paul suggest that an evaluation of the nature of our works should wait until the Judgment Seat of Christ?”
 Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Vol 02. 1989 (1) (41). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society. 
1 Corinthians 4:1-5  Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  2) In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.  3) But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.  4) For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.  5) Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God. 

“If there is no infallible way to determine the difference between works motivated by the flesh and those produced by the Spirit, is assurance through works practically possible?”  
Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Vol 02. 1989 (1) (41). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society. 

“What about the apparent believer who has seemingly manifested a solid, observable Christian experience for many years and then, suddenly, trauma enters his/her life and a degree of defection from Christianity occurs? At what point in the defection process is the assurance of eternal life lost? At the first moment of anger and unbelief? After a year of bitterness, or after ten years? After fornication or divorce or after a long term bout with gossip? Obviously, assurance of salvation based on the observance of works in one’s life is a position that brings more practical problems than solutions to the life of the believer.”   

LORDSHIP SALVATION:
SIMPLY “BELIEVING THE FACTS 
Proponents of the Free Grace Gospel are presented almost as if they were a group of unfeeling history professors proclaiming mere historical facts and promising eternal life to all who would simply affirm their accuracy. Again, this is a misrepresentation.”

“Certainly the Gospel consists of a set of facts and it is crucial that any presentation of the Gospel relate the correct facts (cf. 1 Cor 15:1–4). However, the concern of the Free Grace Gospel is not to ask for simple historical affirmation, but to call the individual to personal trust in the significance of these facts for himself. The moment the unbeliever recognizes his own sinfulness and believes that Christ alone has provided complete forgiveness through His death—in other words, at the moment of personal trust in Christ alone for salvation—that person is justified and receives the gift of eternal life.” 
“This definition of 'believing the facts' is a far cry from Mac Arthur’s demeaning reference to 'intellectual acquiescence' to historical data (p. 31). The former accurately reflects the Free Grace view of the Gospel.The latter does not.”  Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Vol 02. 1989 (1) (28). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.

“ 'Put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.' What is involved in trust; trust is more than knowledge and belief. These two are basically intellectual. Trust is directed toward one person—Jesus. Trust is reliance upon, surrender to, and union with. It is an act of the will (volitional). When we surrender, we let God set the terms through His Word. This involves turning from sin and self (repentance), and relinquishing the control of our lives to Jesus (lordship), which inevitably results in a new lifestyle (2 Cor. 5:17). As the great Bible teacher Dr. Vance Havner used to say, “If you are like you have always been, you cannot possibly be saved.”   
Faith & Mission, Vol 17. 1999 (2) (37). Wake Forest, NC: SE Baptist Theol Seminary




     
                   


                               GTGR REVIEW, 179 “Like Spurgeon, Hudson Taylor was accustomed to saying: 'Christ must be Lord of all or not Lord at all' at every stage of our Christian life. It is a contradiction in terms to name Jesus 'Lord over part of life'. He can only be Lord of the whole of life . . .  In our preaching of the gospel, then, it is important to inculcate the initial acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.”  Ibid

“In response to a dispensationalist’s quoting of John 5:24, Gerstner writes, “We only note that, when Christ uses the words believe, or faith, or trust…He means the real thing, a working faith and not a merely nominal faith. In fact, the faith that Christ speaks of has everything to do with works. That faith that Christ is talking about is a genuine, that is, a working faith” Vol. 149: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 149. 1992 (595) (274–275). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
Gerstner makes the mistake so many others make, focusing on the quality one’s faith rather than the quality of the object of one’s faith – Jesus Christ. It is the object of one’s faith that determines whether one is saved, never the faith itself.

GOOD QUESTION:

If external manifestations of spiritual fruit bring absolute proof of eternal life, how does one measure the fruit he or she produces?

“The practical outworking of lordship salvation teaching is fraught with serious problems. How much commitment is necessary? How long must the commitment last? If only committed people are saved, how can the Scriptures speak of carnal Christians? What about the saints in Corinth? Did they ever yield to Christ’s lordship? What about righteous Lot, whose salvation cannot be questioned (2 Pet 2:7–8), and about whom not one good thing is said in the Old Testament? Did he ever submit to and commit his life to the sovereignty of the Lord?”  
Vol. 143: Bibliotheca Sacra. 1986 (569) (44). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
We never are to compromise the gospel, never!

“As Ryrie has stated, 'The message of faith only and the message of faith plus commitment cannot both be the gospel; therefore one of them is a false gospel and comes under the curse of perverting the gospel or preaching another gospel (Gal 1:6–9), and this is a very serious matter.' 1 Some call the view presented in this article 'easy believism' or 'cheap grace,' but nothing about it is easy or cheap. Is grace ever cheap? Absolutely not, for it cost God His only Son.”1   Charles C. Ryrie, Balancing the Christian Life, Chicago: Moody Press, '69, p. 170.  2 Vol. 143: Bibliotheca Sacra,'86 (569) (44). Dallas, TX, Theol Sem.

LESSON  #135  (3-28-13)      

BE SMART ABOUT WITNESSING
DON’T ARGUE

We don’t win unbelievers to Christ by telling them that they are wrong or by arguing with them.  What good is it to win an argument and lose a soul?

“How can we explain grace to people graciously? Persons holding a faith-plus gospel tend to respond with indignation upon hearing that it cannot give anyone eternal life. They become defensive. As volume rises, communication (and ministry) ceases. Believers must learn to communicate grace in a gracious manner (Ephesians 4:29). Vol. 5: Chafer Theological Seminary Journal; John Niemela,1999 (3) (56). Fountain Valley, CA.
Some people love to argue and will always take the opposite side of an issue because they love to quarrel and squabble with people. They usually try to draw you into a debate about their favorite issue, one they think they know everything about (ex. water baptism, abortion, homosexuality, evolution). What can we to do to reach these people? 
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Many people think all church-goers are hypocrites and nut cases, so they have no desire to talk to people who go to church. Others don’t want anyone to know they are biblically illiterate and some refuse to discuss anything controversial. How can we reach these people?

Witnessing is not monolog, it’s dialog. If you are doing all or most of the talking, you can be sure that there is a good possibility that the unbeliever has already tuned out. If you don’t get them to talking, you will never know what they believe or what they need to hear. Most people are willing to tell you what they think if you just ask them.

When a person is telling you what they believe, Don’t Interrupt Them!  When they say something that is not biblically correct you will have an urge to correct them. Don’t do it!  Let them get it all out; you need to know not only what they believe, but why they believe it. It is better to discuss spiritual matters in private if possible. If they ask you a question, answer the question as simply and directly as possible. Don’t try to give them the whole realm of doctrine.

If a person is not interested or non-responsive, let it go. We should try to persuade people to believe the gospel but we are never to pressure, cajole, coerce, nag, beg, or badger anyone. If they don’t seem to be interested or if they change the subject let it go and try some other time. When you impart biblical truth to someone who rejects it, you have not failed, nor has God. You have not wasted your time; you have demonstrated your obedience and faithfulness, and that is what God rewards. His Word never goes out in vain; it always accomplishes His purpose.  
APOLOGETICS:   Defending the Bible falls under the heading of apologetics.
1 Peter 3:15 . . . but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense [Gr. APOLOGIA] to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
LESSON  #136  (4-2-13)      

When someone takes issue with what we believe, we are obliged to give them the reason (evidence) why we believe what we believe. We always go to the Bible to defend what we believe which requires giving evidence of its veracity. When Peter said to be ready to make a defense, It appears he meant more than just telling someone that what we believe is true because the Bible says so.

"There are many proofs for the Bible without which we could not demonstrate to unbelievers that it is infallible. Not that we can understand everything Scripture says. That God is the I AM (Ex 3:14), for example, without beginning or end (Ps 90:2;103:17; 106:48) who created the universe out of nothing (Heb 11:3) is more than our finite minds can understand, but we know it must be. Everything in the Bible that we are able to verify (historically, scientifically, prophe-tically, etc.) has proved to be true. It is therefore reasonable to believe whatever else the Bible says that we cannot verify."  The Berean Call, Dave Hunt, They Knew Him Not, January 2005

We are not to argue with others about the evidence concerning the validity of the Bible. It still takes faith to believe it. People who are negative and hard-hearted will never believe it no matter how compelling the evidence may be. However, evidence and facts can make an unbeliever start to question what he believes and why he believes it. But Christians must recognize that they cannot win an unbeliever over simply by arguing about facts. Presenting evidence simply helps the unbeliever recognize that the Bible is reasonable, sensible, and logical. It is the Word of God which is alive and powerful and the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit that makes the difference. 
The Pharisees recognized the accuracy of the Scriptures but they rejected its grace message of redemption. There are many today who believe that the Bible is the Word of God but still reject its grace message of redemption.

LESSON  #137  (4-4-13)      
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The problem most Christians make when they give the gospel or engage someone in a conversation using the Bible to make a point is they talk too much:

1. They don’t ask questions to find out what the person believes.

2. They don’t ask the person why they believe what they believe.

3. They give a proof text with no background or contextual support.

4. They rely too heavily on personal experiences usually emphasizing what they felt.
EVIDENCE  THE BIBLE IS THE INFALABLE WORD OF GOD

"Imagine another book compiled in a similar manner. Suppose, for illustration, that we take 66 medical books written by 40 different physicians and surgeons during a period of 1600 years, of various schools of medicine, as Allopathy, Homeopathy, Hydropathy, Osteopathy, etc.; and bind them all together, and then undertake to doctor [treat] a man according to that book, what success would we expect to have, and what accord would there be in such a medical work.  Larkin, C. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (1). Philadelphia, PA: Clarence Larkin.

"It details with scathing and unsparing severity the sins of its greatest men, as Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David and Solomon, charging them with falsehood, treachery, pride, adultery, cowar-dice, murder and gross licentiousness, and presents the history of the Children of Israel as a humiliating record of ingratitude, idolatry, unbelief and rebellion, and it is safe to say, that the Jews, unguided and undirected by the Holy Spirit, would never have chronicled the sinful history of their nation."  Larkin, Clarence  (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (1). Philadelphia, PA
DOCUMENTATION

	TRADITIONAL    AUTHORS
	NAME OF  WRITINGS
	APPROXIMATE

DATE
	EARLIEST

COPY
	SPAN OF

YEARS
	COPIES

KNOWN

	Homer    
	Iliad
	900 B.C. 
	400 B.C.
	   500
	 643

	Sophocles 
	Tragedy
	496-406 B.C.
	A.D. 1000
	 1,400
	 193

	Herodotus
	History
	480-425 B.C.
	A.D.  900
	 1,300
	  8
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	Euripides
	Tragedy
	480-406 B.C.
	A.D.  1100
	 1,500
	   9

	Thucydides
	History
	460-400 B.C.
	A.D.   900
	 1,300
	   8

	Aristophanes
	Comedy
	450-385 B.C.
	A.D.  900
	 1,300
	  10

	Plato
	Various  
	427-347 B.C.
	A.D.   900
	 1,200
	   7

	Aristotle
	Science
	384-322 B.C.
	A.D.  1100
	 1,400
	c. 50

	Demosthenes
	Politics
	383-322 B.C.
	A.D.  1100
	 1,400
	c. 200

	Caesar
	Politics
	100-44 B.C.
	A.D.   900
	 1,000
	  10

	Livy
	History
	59 B.C.- A.D. 17
	A.D.   500
	   500
	  20

	Lucretius
	Didactic Poem
	60 B.C.
	A.D.  1100
	 1,100
	   2

	Catullus
	Poetry
	54 B.C.
	A.D. 1550
	 1,600
	   3

	Virgil
	Poetry
	50-19 B.C.
	A.D.   300
	   300
	   ?

	Horace
	History
	20 B.C.
	A.D.  900 
	   900
	   ?

	Eight-nine men
	New Testament 
	A.D. 40-95
	A.D. 120
	    25
	6,000

	Pliny the Younger
	History
	A.D. 61-113
	A.D. 850
	   750
	   7

	Suetonius 
	Biography
	A.D. 70-160
	A.D.   950
	   800
	   8

	Tacitus
	Annals
	A.D. 100
	A.D.  1100
	 1,000
	  20 

	Tacitus
	History
	A.D. 100
	A.D.  1000
	   900
	   1


STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE
"The Scriptures were given to us peice-meal, “at sundry times and in divers manners.” Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, during a period of 1600 years, extending from B. C. 1492 to A. D. 100. The Bible consists of 66 separate books; 39 in the Old Testament, 
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and 27 in the New Testament. These books were written by about 40 different authors. By kings such as David and Solomon; by statesmen, as Daniel and Nehemiah; by priests, as Ezra; by men learned in the wisdom of Egypt, as Moses; by men learned in Jewish law, as Paul. By a herdsman, Amos; a tax-gatherer, Matthew; fishermen, as Peter, James and John, who were “unlearned and ignorant” men; a physician, Luke; and such mighty “seers” as Isaiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah."  Larkin, C. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (1). Philadelphia, PA: Clarence Larkin.

"Imagine another book compiled in a similar manner. Suppose, for illustration, that we take 66 medical books written by 40 different physicians and surgeons during a period of 1600 years, of various schools of medicine, as Allopathy, Homeopathy, Hydropathy, Osteopathy, etc.; and bind them all together, and then undertake to doctor [treat] a man according to that book, what success would we expect to have, and what accord would there be in such a medical work.  ibid
INTERNAL EVIDENCE

Is The Bible God’s Book Or Man’s Book?
It is clear from the character of the Bible that it is not the work of man, for man could not have written it if he would, and would not have written it if he could. "It details with scathing and unsparing severity the sins of its greatest men, as Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David and Solomon, charging them with falsehood, treachery, pride, adultery, cowar-dice, murder and gross licentiousness, and presents the history of the Children of Israel as a humiliating record of ingratitude, idolatry, unbelief and rebellion, and it is safe to say, that the Jews, unguided and undirected by the Holy Spirit, would never have chronicled the sinful history of their nation."  Larkin, Clarence  (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (1). Philadelphia, PA
God is a Person and can both Write and Speak. He wrote the two “Tables of Testimony” on stone. Ex. 31:18; 32:16, and on the wall of Belshazzar’s Palace. Dan. 5:5, 24–28. He talked with Moses on the Mount when He gave him the Specifications for the Tabernacle and its furnishings, and all the Levitical Law and order of service. He spoke at the Baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3:17), and on the Mount of Transfiguration. ibid 
2 Peter 1:20-21  But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21) for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

“Ezekiel, Daniel, and all the prophets make the same claim. The expressions, ‘The Lord Said,’ ‘The Lord Spake Saying,’ ‘Thus Saith the Lord,’ etc., etc., occur 560 times in the Pentateuch, 300 times in the Historical and Prophetical books, 1200 times in the Prophets (24 times in Malachi alone), in all over 2000 times in the Old Testament, thus proving the statement of Peter, that ‘Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’”
2 Timothy 3:16-17   All scripture is given by inspiration of God [THEOPNEUSTOS, God breathed],  and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17) That the man of God may be perfect,  [complete]  thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
BIBLE INSPIRATION
God the Holy Spirit so moved the writers of Scripture that His complete message was communicated to mankind without error.

BIBLE REVELATION 

God’s disclosure to men of things that they otherwise could never know. Things hidden in the mind of God, such as His “Plan and Purpose in the Ages.”
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“Bible Revelation” ceased with the Book of Revelation. There has been no new revelation from God since then. When men today claim that they have received some new revelation they must be classed as imposters. Ibid
SPIRITUAL ILLUMINATION  

This is the Work of the Holy Spirit whereby He imparts “spiritual understanding” to man. 

   The Unbeliever
1 Corinthians 2:14 . . . But a natural man  [unbeliever] does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

The unbeliever is spiritually dead and cannot understand spiritual truths from the Bible. The Holy Spirit makes the gospel, which is a spiritual biblical truth, clear and understandable to the unbeliever.

Matthew 16:15-17 . . . He [Jesus] said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

John 16:7-11 . . . But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper  [the Holy Spirit]  will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  8) "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  9) concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  10) and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  11) and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.

1 Thessalonians 1:5 . . . or our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;

LESSON  #138  (4-9-13)
Pastor Mike critiques the following article espousing Lordship Salvation and works for salvation.

CAN SOMEONE BE SAVED WITHOUT A COMMITMENT?
By Dan Delzell,  Tuesday, Apr 09, 2013

Pastor of Wellspring Lutheran Church in Papillion, Nebraska
THE CHRISTIAN POST, “CP Opinion”
“Some Christians in their witness consistently invite unbelievers to ‘make a commitment to Christ’. Other Christians seem to mainly invite people to ‘believe in Christ’. Which approach is correct?

“It is important to say here that both faith and commitment are part of what it means to become a disciple of Jesus Christ. Without faith in Christ, you cannot be His disciple. Without a commitment to Christ, you likewise cannot be His disciple. Both are essential. Both faith and commitment go into what it means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ.

“Imagine a man and woman getting married, but not having vows where they state their commitment to one another. Or imagine them stating their vows but not really meaning it. That ‘marriage’ would be a sham. Without genuine commitment, how can you call it a real marriage?

“Christ followers want to live for Christ. They want to commit their bodies and their minds and their speech to doing His will. They want to obey the 10 Commandments, as well as all of God's instructions for holy living. Disciples are committed to doing what God wants them to do. 
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And disciples know they are saved by grace through faith in Christ. (see Eph. 2:8,9) Disciples do not attempt to earn their salvation. That ‘works-righteous’ approach would actually keep them outside of the family of God. (see Gal. 5:4)

“So should we invite people to make a commitment to Christ, or to believe in Christ? Yes. Do both. Explain both. Don't sell anyone a bill of goods. Don't lead them to think that biblical faith can actually exist without genuine commitment to the Lord. And don't lead them to think that genuine commitment to Christ can exist without saving faith in the cross where Jesus died to redeem us. You cannot have one without the other. If you do, you are not a disciple. It's not ‘true faith’ if commitment is not also in the heart, and it's not "true commitment" if faith is not also in the heart. These two always go together. 

You have both, or neither.

“Are we saved by our works and by our commitment? No. We are saved by the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses us from all sin. (see 1 John 1:7) We are saved by what Christ did for us and not what we do for Him. Salvation cannot be earned. It can only be received. (see John 1:12) Like marriage, it produces a very serious relationship. It involves more than just an easy ‘profession of faith’, or a simple ‘walk down the aisle’. It involves a genuine commitment to the Gospel message and a genuine commitment to the Gospel Man, Jesus Christ.

“So can someone be saved without a commitment? No, anymore than someone can be saved by trusting in their works for salvation. The Holy Spirit works in us to believe the good news and to commit our lives to following the Lord. It is a miraculous relationship that gets established by the power of God. He is the author of the new birth. (see 1 Cor. 12:3 and John 1:12) He works through His Word. ‘Faith comes from hearing the message.’ (Romans 10:17)

‘We are saved through faith alone, but genuine faith is never alone. It is always accompanied by an authentic commitment to live for Christ. It is heartfelt and sincere. It is not hypocritical. In fact, the Bible never uses the word ‘hypocrite’ to describe a believer in Christ. A hypocrite is one who pretends to be connected to Christ, but whose heart is not in it and therefore not sincere about it.

“Judas was a hypocrite. Peter was not. Judas betrayed the Lord. Peter denied the Lord three times. Judas did not give the Lord his heart. Peter did give the Lord his heart, and in some moments of weakness he went against his heart and his intentions. Judas, on the other hand, went through with his premeditated plan to betray Christ. One of those men had faith and commitment. The other had neither. Peter was a true follower of Jesus. Judas was a ‘disciple’ in name only.

“One who is committed to Christ is one who wants to do the Lord's will in all things. That is his motive. That is his heart's desire. His faith in Christ and his desire for holy living are consistent with each other. Even though he falls short of God's perfect mark, he nevertheless presses on in following the One who saved Him. (see Phil. 3:13,14) That is what a Christian does because that is what God works within us. His love. His forgiveness. His will. That is what drives the Christian to keep going.

“Are you one? Would you like to be? The risen Christ is ‘standing at the altar’ so to speak. ‘Will you take this Man to be your Lord and Savior, to trust and to follow, until death brings you home to heaven?’ You cannot split up ‘Lord’ and ‘Savior’. He will be both of them for you, or neither.

“I guess those Christians who focus more on inviting people to ‘make a commitment’ to Christ would be wise to always include that bit about believing. And I guess those Christians who always emphasize ‘believe in Jesus’ would be wise to always include the necessity to commit 
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your life to Christ. If we leave one of those two things out of the equation, we are simply selling someone a bill of goods.

“Nobody likes a bait and switch. It's much better to hear the real deal on the front end. That way, there won't be any confusion when you start to run into some challenges in your Christian life. And those challenges will come. Make no mistake about it. That too is just part of the package. If only Christianity were as easy as ‘just believing a few things’, or just ‘doing some religious stuff’, with no crosses to carry and no burdens to bear.

“The real thing is often different than what our preconceived ideas led us to assume. But maybe that's not such a bad thing in the end. After all, why should Jesus fit nicely into our little preconceived religious box? I am glad He is a lot bigger than our little boxes and our puny thinking. Aren't you?”
LESSON  #139  (4-11-13)       
The Believer

Even believers depend on the illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit to understand scripture.

1 Corinthians 2:11-13 . . . Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  12) Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13) which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

Believers depend on the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to learn Bible doctrine and to know  how to impart it to others.

Luke 12:11-12 . . . When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say;  12) for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say."
John 14:26 . . . But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 16:13-14 . . . But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14) "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.

Psalm 25:8-9 . . . Good and upright is the LORD; Therefore He instructs sinners in the way.  9) He leads the humble in justice, And He teaches the humble His way.

Psalm 25:12 . . . Who is the man who fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way he should choose.

Revelation 2:11 . . . He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
PROPHECY   The greatest evidence that the Bible is the Word of God is the prophecy it contains.
"It seems reasonable to think that if God wanted to authenticate His communication He would have to verify it in a manner that could not be duplicated by mere humans—in other words, by miracles. Beyond the evidence for the Bible’s correctness (manuscript evidence) and its historicity (archeological evidence), the most important evidence is that of its inspiration. The real determination of the Bible’s claim to absolute inspired truth is in its supernatural evidence, including prophecy."   Got Questions Ministries. (2010). Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.




     
                   


                               GTGR REVIEW, 186
"Prophecy is the great proof that God exists, that the Bible is His Word, and that Christ is His Son and man’s only Savior. Prophecies were given to indisputably identify the Messiah. Proof does not, however, guarantee faith. There must be a willing heart. In spite of hundreds of prophecies proving that Jesus was the Messiah, the Jews rejected Him and remain largely in unbelief today." The Berean Call, Dave Hunt, They Knew Him Not, January 2005
People who question the authenticity of the Bible need to look no further than the nation of Israel.

Ezek. 11:16-17, 36:22-24, Jer. 16:14-15, 23:8, 31:7-10.  These are but a few of the prophecies that have come to pass during our lifetime. 

2 Peter 1:16, 18-19 . . . For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty . . . 18) and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  19) So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.

The Pharisees knew the prophecies concerning Christ and yet still refused to recognize Him as their Messiah. Their rejection of Him fulfilled the prophecies concerning Him.

Acts 13:27 . . . For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him.

“There are so many prophecies concerning Christ (over 270!) that it would take more than a few screens worth of space to list them all. Further, Jesus would have had no control over many of them such as His birthplace or time of birth. Second, the odds of one man accidentally fulfilling even 16 of these are 1 in 10^45. How many is that? For comparison, there are less than 10^28 atoms in the entire universe! And Jesus, who affirmed the Bible as the Word of God, proved His reliability and deity by His resurrection (an historical fact not easily ignored).”  
Got Questions Ministries,‘10).Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.

LESSON  #140  (4-16-13)       
"Prophecy is the great proof that God exists, that the Bible is His Word, and that Christ is His Son and man’s only Savior. Prophecies were given to indisputably identify the Messiah. Proof does not, however, guarantee faith. There must be a willing heart. In spite of hundreds of prophecies proving that Jesus was the Messiah, the Jews rejected Him and remain largely in unbelief today." The Berean Call, Dave Hunt, They Knew Him Not, January 2005
People who question the authenticity of the Bible need to look no further than the nation of Israel.

Ezek. 11:16-17, 36:22-24, Jer. 16:14-15, 23:8, 31:7-10  are but a few of the prophecies that have come to pass during our lifetime. 

2 Peter 1:16, 18-19 . . . For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty . . . 18) and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  19) So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.

The Pharisees knew the prophecies concerning Christ and yet still refused to recognize Him as their Messiah. Their rejection of Him fulfilled the prophecies concerning Him. 
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Acts 13:27 . . . For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him.

“There are so many prophecies concerning Christ (over 270!) that it would take more than a few screens worth of space to list them all. Further, Jesus would have had no control over many of them such as His birthplace or time of birth. Second, the odds of one man accidentally fulfilling even 16 of these are 1 in 10^45. How many is that? For comparison, there are less than 10^28 atoms in the entire universe! And Jesus, who affirmed the Bible as the Word of God, proved His reliability and deity by His resurrection (an historical fact not easily ignored).”  Got Questions Ministries. (2010). Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.

SCIENTIFIC ACCURACY

Science is in constant revision. The world was flat - remember - and now it is round. The scientific world is always redoing and redefining to fit the exposed facts. The Bible on the other hand has always been acceptable in all ages without revision or redefining. 

The earth is round

Job 26:10 NAS . . .  He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters, at the boundary of light and darkness. 

The universe is expanding 

Isaiah 40:22 KJG. . . It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in . . .  

Scientists are beginning to understand that the universe is expanding, or stretching out. At least seven times in Scripture we are clearly told that God stretches out the heavens like a curtain.
The earth hangs on nothing

Job 26:7 NAS. . . He stretches out the north over empty space, and hangs the earth on nothing.  

The stars are innumerable 

Genesis 15:5 NAS. . . And He took him [Abram] outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." and He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."    
Jeremiah 33:22 (written 2500 years ago):  . . . As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured.
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The entire creation is made of invisible elements called "atoms."     Hebrews 11:3 

(written 2000 years ago): "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." The Bible claims that all creation is made of invisible material. Science then was ignorant of the subject. We now know that the entire creation is made of invisible elements called "atoms."
Germs:   Leviticus 15:13 (written 3000 years ago): . . . And when he that has an issue is cleansed of his issue; then he shall number to himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in running water, and shall be clean. 

GTGR  REVIEW  #140   (4-16-13)
ARCHEOLOGY  
Psalm 85:11  Truth springs from the earth . . . 

Luke 19:40  But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!"

“At the time of his lecture, Professor Nelson Glueck stated, “I have excavated for thirty years with a Bible in one hand and a trowel in the other, and in matters of historical perspective I have never found the Bible to be in error.” http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/nab/does-archaeology-support-the-bible 

“Archeology has in a most astonishing manner rediscovered whole nations and important peoples known heretofore only from obscure Biblical references. The Hurrians (the Bible Horites) who now occupy a prominent place on the stage of ancient history, were, until very recent times, known only from scattered Biblical passages, which were looked at askance and with grave critical suspicion, until archeology called attention to this ancient people, and again vindicated the Bible. The same is true of the Hittites, whose remarkable history has been revealed by the famous excavation of Winckler at Boghaz-Keui in Asia Minor in 1906 and following.”  Ibid

" ‘At this time there was a wise man called Jesus, and his conduct was good, and he was known to be virtuous. Many people among the Jews and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified, and to die. But those who had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three days after his crucifixion, and that he was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah, concerning who the prophets had reported wonders. And the tribe of the Christians, so named after him, has not disappeared to this day’ (Antiquities 20:200).
SOLA SCRIPTURA, the Scriptures only, is no longer the basis for the Christian faith for most people these days. It’s out of fashion;  old school, has lost its prominence among professing Christians. Experience is the hot item today. 

Expository teaching and exegesis from the original language is OUT!  Conversation, dialog, and sharing is in. Ambiguity, vagueness, and the mystical is celebrated. People worship at the altar of FEELINGS. Incense and candles add to the sensory-driven worship. Anything resembling propositional doctrine is not to be found in post-modern emerging churches.

Lenard Sweet is a noted leader within the Emergent Church movement. He wrote a book entitled, The Gospel According to Starbucks and he calls it an “EPIC spiritual experience”.

 “That Sweet elevates experience over propositional truth is unmistakable in his book. ‘Right belief’ should not hold the upper hand over a believer’s experience. The Gospel According to Starbucks, Leonard Sweet, Colorado Springs: WaterBrook, Press, 2007, p. 171

“Christianity should not be viewed as a belief system with a distinct worldview, but as an experiential ‘conversation’ with God and others.” Ibid p. 172
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“And the content of faith, i.e. non-negotiable truths about Christ, is a matter of polemics best reserved for ‘divinity schools’ not churches.” Ibid p. 5

You may be thinking that all this experiential stuff is only found around the fringes of Protestant evangelical churches and is absent in major denominational churches. Think again. Those who crave “an emotional spiritual experience”, “doing something spiritual”, or “experience God through a ritual” can easily find churches on nearly every corner that will satisfy their craving.

Desiring emotional experiences rather than the Word of God is a huge problem and is a distraction and a deterrent to growing up spiritually. 

2 Corinthians 6:11-12 . . . Our [Paul and other Bible teachers] mouth has spoken freely to you [teaching you B.D.], O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide [they continued to grow spiritually themselves] .  12) You are not restrained [from reaching spiritual maturity] by us, but you are restrained in your own affections [Gr. SPLAGCHNON, inner parts, bowels, stomach, meaning emotions].

Philippians 3:17-19 . . . Brethren, join in following my example [in advancing to spiritual maturity], and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us [others also advancing] . 18) For many  [believers] walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,  19 whose end is destruction  [SUD],  whose god is their appetite  [Gr. KOILIA, bowels, stomach, womb, meaning emotions]  and whose  [human] glory is in  [to]  their shame, who set their minds on earthly things [were distracted by the details of life].

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites [Gr. KOILIA, emotions]; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.

After awhile, normal emotional stimulation doesn’t work, it takes more to get one emotionally aroused. The following are a few of the extremes that people will go to get “emotionally high spiritually” which they call worship: Crowing like a rooster, barking like a dog, extreme uncontrollable laughter, uncontrolled crying, being stuck to the floor, going into a trance being unable to move or speak, shouting, screaming, chanting, speaking gibberish, handling snakes, jumping, dancing, whirling around in circles.

An article in American Demographic magazine focused on what Americans want and desire. According to it, people of our day claim they are:

“Into spirituality, not religion [traditional worship, singing hymns, giving, and teaching the Word] . . . Behind this shift is the search for an experiential faith, a religion of the heart, not the head. It’s a religious expression that downplays doctrine and dogma, and revels in direct experience of the divine, whether it’s called the 'Holy Spirit' or 'cosmic consciousness' or the 'true self'. It is practical and personal, more about stress reduction than salvation, more therapeutic than theological. It’s about feeling good, not being good. It’s as much about the body as the soul . . . Some marketing gurus have begun calling it 'the experience industry'.”   Richard Cimino and Don Lattin, “Choosing My Religion,”     American Demographics, April 1999, p. 62

There is a bumper sticker that reveals how far people have been “dumbed down” and how priority number one with them has become fun and entertainment. It reads: 

“There is no right or wrong . . .

only fun or boring.”
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“There is very little understanding or desire for biblical truth and theology even among Christians. The Bible is not being expounded in many pulpits today. Christian radio saturates the air waves with talk shows and psychology experts. Christian magazines aimed at the laymen are full of testimonies but devoid of solid spiritual food, and far too few believers study the Word for them- selves. As a result, we are a spiritually starved people who are no longer able to discern truth from error.”  Gary A. Gilley, This Little Church Went To Market, Xulan Press, 2002, p. 23

